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apart. The line joining them runs nearly parallel with the eastern face of the Haram, and the road between them takes in the adjoining street. Backwards and forwards we went, running part of the way as prescribed and repeating another long prayer all the time. It is on account of these prayers that a guide is so convenient, as he knows them all by heart, and so saves the pilgrim the trouble of either reading them out of a book or improvising them for himself, which latter might be beyond his capacity. The street we had to traverse was thronged with pedestrians, camels, horsemen, and loiterers, so progress was necessarily slow. Our last turn concluded, we prayed a final prayer for the Divine acceptance of what we had done ; then a small circular patch of hair was shaved off our heads, and the ceremony was over. We were now at liberty to dress ourselves in our everyday clothes and live like ordinary citizens of Mecca up to tho time of the pilgrimage. It was a great relief to get back to the house, as we were both thoroughly tired out, and very footsore. Jogging up and down the rough road with bare feet was none too pleasant, and I fear that once or twice, happening to hit an unusually sharp piece of stone, I was betrayed into expressions distinctly out of keeping with our occupation. A bath and the change into decent clothes soon put us right and disposed us to take a cheerful view of things in general.